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©enetal Notes. 



GEOGRAPHY AND TRAVELS. 

The Greenland Scientific Expedition of 1895. — Efforts are 
bow making to raise a fund of 612,000 for the purpose of bringing Mr. 
Peary and his two assistants home from Northwest Greenland early 
next fall, and, in connection with this, to prosecute scientific investiga- 
tions during the available summer season. It is hoped, by this means, 
to charter and fit out a staunch steamer built for Arctic service and 
commanded by experienced Arctic navigators, which shall start from 
St. John's, Newfoundland, on or about July 5, 1895, for Inglefield 
Gulf, Northwest Greenland, lat. 78° N., Mr. Peary's headquarters. 
The cooperation of Museums, Scientific and Educational Institutions 
and individuals is invited, not only because they will thus assist in the 
return of Mr. Peary and in the preservation of the results of his ex- 
tended labors, but also because such an expedition will afford the most 
favorable advantages to eight or ten specialists for obtaining the rich 
results that are possible in a prolific field that, for a generation to 
come, may not again be easily and economically accessible. 

These Arctic waters have been traversed eight times without an acci- 
dent by the four Peary expeditions, 1891-94. No Arctic authority 
will dispute the feasibility of carrying on the work now proposed. 

If any members of the party desire to await in the vicinity of God- 
haven, Disco Island, the return of the vessel, facilities will be found 
here for transportation to the neighboring mainland, which, with its 
ice-cap, its giant glaciers, its great sheets of overflow lavas, its abund- 
ant fossil remains, and its large variety of Arctic flora and fauna will 
reward search with many valuable results. 

The vessel should reach the coast of Greenland by July 10 or 12, 
and should be able to arrive at Mr. Peary's camp late in July or early 
in August, if it is deemed best to make only few and short stops on the 
northerly trip. There will then remain four or five weeks for investi- 
gations in that exceptionally advantageous region, and still leave some 
time for work at more southerly points, where, owing to the influence of 
the East Greenland current, the conditions are unfavorable in the 
early part of the season. After the severe season of 1893-94, an open 
passage through Melville Bay and a favorable summer may reasonably 
be expected this year. 
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Glacial Researches. — Every scientific member of the four Peary 
expeditions gives his hearty endorsement of the plans for next sum- 
mer's campaign. Professor T: C. Chamberlin, head Professor of Geol- 
ogy in the University of Chicago, and a member of the expedition of 
1894, writes of the special advantages offered for glacial researches : 

"The more I work upon the results gathered last summer, the more 
I congratulate myself upon having made the trip. The results grow 
constantly upon me, both in respect of their instructiveness and their 
fundamental importance. Surely no field is likely to be found which 
throws clearer light upon the problems of glaciology than the northern 
portion of Greenland. The facilities for study there presented are 
truly remarkable. The ends and sides of the glaciers are truncated, 
revealing their internal nature and their methods of work to a degree 
that could not well be anticipated." 

On Bowdoin Bay, in Inglefield Gulf, Professor Chamberlin found, 
last summer, nine glaciers of varying forms and habits, within a half 
dozen miles. It is hardly possible to find any point north of Cape 
York where glaciers and ice-caps, profitable for study, are not near at 
hand. 

Zoological Work. — The study of marine life should be pursued 
upon a systematic plan. The results obtained by the Peary Auxiliary 
Expedition of 1894, clearly indicate that this work may be carried on 
with profit, and that large additions may be made to our knowledge of 
marine forms of Arctic life. Mr. C. E. Hite, of the University of 
Pennsylvania, a member of the Peary Auxiliary Expedition of 1892, 
says that the dredging results were remarkable for variety and inter- 
est. Professor Chamberlin says that, in his opinion, the glacial and 
biological lines in particular, may be worked harmoniously together. 
Not a few of our museums desire specimens of walrus, with which these 
waters abound. In 1893, Mr. Peary secured over twenty of these ani- 
mals in a few days' hunt. White whale, seal, narwhal, reindeer, 
Arctic hare, blue fox, birds of various kinds, and insects, may also be 
procured. 

Ethnological Studies. — The Anthropologist can hardly experi- 
ence anything more instructive than first contact with the native or 
pure Eskimos, who, by isolation, have been preserved, in all respects, 
as the most primitive of human beings. They are to be found only in 
an almost inaccessible district of East Greenland and along the coast 
line, soon to be visited, between Cape York and Inglefield Gulf. 
Ethnological collections of great interest may be made at almost every 
point. The materials furnished by these people would equip a full 
ward in any Ethnological Museum; and here the primitive phase of 
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developmental anthropology may be studied with the greatest advan- 
tage. 

Botanical and Other Work. — Complete botanical studies in this 
region, whose flora is developed in considerable variety by the contin- 
uous sunlight of a few short months, will be of much interest. It is 
desired also that artistic and excellent results of photography be se- 
cured in large variety. The photographs of glaciers already brought 
from this region show that nothing can be more helpful to the study of 
these phenomena than the graphic pictures revealing every phase of 
glacial activity. This region will afford to all the lines of work here 
mentioned nearly equal opportunities and very valuable results. 

Mr. Peary, who has done great service in opening this interesting 
region to scientific study, will render every aid in his power to the ex- 
pedition. His thorough knowledge of the natives, of methods of travel 
and work, and of points of interest, will greatly facilitate the present 
undertaking ; and, conspicuous among its results, will be the fact that 
it will bring back, not only the fruits of its own labors, but also the 
product and records of the able and brilliant explorer who, for several 
years, has devoted all his time, energy and money to the study of 
Arctic life and phenomena, and to widening the bounds of geographic 
knowledge in' the North Polar area. 

The following resolution was passed by the Council of the American 
Geographical Society at its meeting on March 2, 1895 : "Resolved, 
That the American Geographical Society heartily approves Mrs. 
Josephine Diebitsch Peary's project for the relief of Mr. Peary, and the 
prosecution of Arctic scientific research, and that it hereby contributes 
one thousand dollars towards the expenses of such expedition, provided 
that other subscriptions, sufficient to make up the sum required to send 
the expedition, are obtained by Mr. Diebitsch." 

The business management of the expedition will be in the hands of 
the undersigned, Mr. Emil Diebitsch, who was a member of the expe- 
dition of 1894. 

A limited number of Scientific Societies, Educational Institutions, or 
individuals, contributing $1,000 to the fund, will be entitled to have 
each a representative on the Expedition, who shall be approved by the 
scientific leader. The expenses of each member over and above $1,000, 
will be the cost of his scientific outfit, transportation from his home to 
St. John's, and from New York or Philadelphia to his home. The 
proposed work will require three months. 

All communications and requests for further information should be 

addressed to 

Emil Diebitsch, 

Brmness Manager of the Greenland Scientific Expedition of 1895, 

2014 Twelfth St., N. W., Washington, D. C. 



